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Franche Community Primary School

Policies & Procedures


Title: HOME LEARNING POLICY

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

This document was adopted on behalf of the Governing Body, at the Curriculum, Progress and Standards sub-committee meeting Wednesday 30th November 2011.
This document is subject to bi-annual review, due in November 2013.
At Franche Community Primary School we aim to develop children who are:

· Successful learners, who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve.
· Confident individuals who are able to lead safe and healthy lives.
· Responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society.
We will endeavour to do this through the 5 Every Child Matters outcomes:

· Enjoying and achieving

· Safety

· Health

· Contributing positively

· Achieving economic well being.
Our focus for learning is to develop:

· Attitudes and attributes e.g. Developing life skills such as determination, adaptability, confidence, risk-taking and enterprise skills.
· Skills e.g. literacy, numeracy, ICT, personal learning and thinking skills

· Knowledge and understanding e.g. big ideas that shape the world.
We believe that home learning should be enjoyable and motivating.  We value the partnership with parents and families; home learning should enhance and develop this partnership by providing positive learning experiences for both the child and the parent.  Above all it should benefit the child and encourage parents to work with the child.  

We aim to match home learning to the ability and scope of the child.  Doing home learning helps children to have extra learning opportunities to develop and consolidate important skills, especially those of independent learning.

Typically home learning will be set according to the outline shown in the attached Appendix.
All written home learning should be handed in by the agreed date and feedback should be given to the child.  Pupils will receive one house point for every piece handed in on time, and bonus house points for outstanding work or effort.
Review

The Headteacher and Staff will review this policy according to our Policy Review Programme and present any suggested amendments to the Governors for discussion at their first meeting in the following term.
APPENDIX TO HOME LEARNING POLICY

	
	Literacy
	Numeracy

	Foundation Stage

	Reception
	Shared reading/ book talk.

Opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills.

Extra literacy tasks where appropriate.
	When appropriate.

	Key Stage One

	Year 1
	Shared reading/ book talk.

Fortnightly task related to current work – practical, oral or written outcome.
	Fortnightly task related to current work – practical, oral or written outcome.

	Year 2
	Shared reading/ book talk.

Weekly spelling activities.


	Practise mental number skills.

Weekly task based on current work.



	Lower Key Stage Two

	Year 3
	Shared reading/ book talk.

Weekly spelling activities.

Weekly task based on current work.


	Practise mental number skills.

Weekly task based on current work.



	Year 4
	Shared reading/ book talk.

Weekly spelling activities.

Weekly task based on current work.


	Practise mental number skills.

Weekly task based on current work.



	Upper Key Stage Two

	
	Literacy
	Numeracy
	Other

	Year 5
	Shared reading/ book talk.

Weekly spellings.

Weekly task based on current work.


	Practise mental number skills.

Weekly based on current work.


	Task based on current learning.

	Year 6
	Shared reading/ book talk.

Weekly spellings.

Weekly task based on current work.


	Practise mental number skills.

Weekly based on current work.


	Task based on current learning.


Home Learning Challenges
Wherever possible, home learning should link to cross-curricular themes.  Before every half term holiday, a whole school home learning challenge will be set, and children will feed back in house groups or to different year bands.  This is an opportunity to raise the profile of a particular curriculum area, please feel free to suggest a challenge.

Ideas for home learning challenges

Numeracy: 

· Find 2D/3D shapes, different capacities/weights whilst cooking, numbers, perimeter, time, timetables, distances and routes for journeys, surveys/data handling, etc.

Literacy:

· Writing – newspaper, diaries, stories, biographies, visit recounts, my hero.

· Speaking and listening activities – interviews, local/national/world issues, family history, poems – link to world poetry day, things that are important to them. 

· Link to SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) theme – once a half term.  Bring in a piece of music, sporting events.

Other curriculum areas:

· Find and classify items in and out of the house e.g. electrical, solids/liquids/gases – examples of changing states, light sources, magnets, habitats, etc.

· Physical challenges: affect of exercise on their bodies.

· Design/ make models to demonstrate a process e.g. forces, light/dark, food chains.

· Cook at home.

· Weather recording, planet watches, surveys.

· Open ended investigations - with choice of medium e.g. drawings, diagrams, collage, Powerpoints, 3-D models.

· Games – play or make their own.

· Thinking skills activities: odd one out, elaborate (what other uses are there for…), modify (how could you improve….), hypothesise (what if…) justify (would you rather…) etc.
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